
Style Checklist: Oxford SciMed 
 

Spelling 
 UK or US spelling, depending on which the author has used. UK spelling should be Oxford 

English. 

Numbers 
 Spell out numbers fewer than 10. Use numerals for all numbers with units of measurement. 

 Use partial elision e.g. 1997–9. 

 Thousand separator: use thin space. 

 Date style: Day/Month/Year e.g. 20 January 1999. 

Abbreviations 
 Spell out at first mention. Can be allowed in title. Abbreviations already defined in the text 

can be used in a heading, but do not define in the heading. No need to spell out 

abbreviations at the beginning of a sentence, except Figure when it is the first word. 

 Use two letter names for US states. US for descriptive purposes, USA for country. UK (not 

England, Scotland, and Wales). 

 Abbreviations already defined in text can be used in tables and figures. 

References 
 The reference marker comes before punctuation in the main text of the manuscript. 

 The titles of journals should be abbreviated according to the List of the International 

Organization for Standardization (ISO). 

 For 3 or more authors, list the first three and add et al. 

 For articles originally published a language other than English, indicate the language in 

parentheses after the article title provided in English. 

 Latin phrases such as ibid and supra are generally not used. 

 Number references consecutively in the order in which they are mentioned in the text. 

Reference numbers in the text are full-sized Arabic numerals in brackets within the 

sentence.  

 Journal article: Kennedy, T, Jones, R. Effect of Obesity on esophageal transit. Am J Surg 

1985; 149: 177–81  

 Online journal article: Qiao, D, Chen, W, Stratagoules, E and Martinez, J. Bile acid-induced 

activation of activator protein-1 requires both extracellular signal-regulated kinase and 

protein kinase C signaling. J Biol Chem 2013, 10. 1074/jbc.M08890199.  

 Book: Long, HC, Blatt, MA, Higgins, MC et al. Medical Decision Making. Boston: Butterworth-

Heinemann, 1997.  



 Chapter in book: Manners, T, Jones, R, Riley, M. relationship of overweight to haitus hernia 

and reflux oesophagitis. In: Newman, W (ed). The Obesity Conundrum. Amsterdam: Elsevier 

Science, 1997, 352–74  

 Thesis: Wei, C. Bayesian method for finding interactions in genomic studies. PhD. Thesis. The 

University of Michigan Department of Biostatistics 2004.  

 Conference proceedings: Hou, Y, Qiu, Y, Vo, NH et al. 23-o derivatives of OMT: highly active 

against H. influenza. In: Programs and Abstracts of the Forty-third Interscience Conference on 

Antimicrobial Agents and Chemotherapy, Chicago IL, 2003. Abstract F-1187, p. 242. 

American society for Microbiology, Washington, DC, USA. 

 Website: Public Health Laboratory Service Antimicrobial resistance in 2000: England and 

Wales. http:// www.hpa.org.uk./infections/topics_az/antimicrobial_reistance/amr.pdf  

(7 January 2004, last accessed).  

 Newspaper article: the man who helped indict smoking [editorial]. New York Times (18 

January 1997). 
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